
Prayers for Missionaries

Our prayers for missionaries should always be that they stand in God’s armor; 
and that their service, as servants of God, be not in their own strength, but in the 
grace and strength of the LORD. We can pray for the missionary’s protecti on from 
evil and that their daily needs be provided.

Here are some specifi c, practi cal areas of missionaries’ lives to pray for:

    * Solid family relati onships. The tasks of full-ti me ministry, oft en in a foreign 
culture, can cause a strain on the relati onships within a family—husbands and 
wives, parents and children. Pray that the Lord would strengthen these family 
bonds and draw them close together.
    * The well-being of family members from whom they are separated. When 
missionaries leave their homes to serve God on the mission fi eld, extended family 
remains behind, and children someti mes leave their parents for schooling. Pray 
for the health, safety, and encouragement of these family members.
    * Strength in the “inner man” (Ephesians 3:16). Loneliness, discouragement, 
despair—these struggles occur in the lives of missionaries, and someti mes fre-
quently. Pray that their hearts are encouraged and strengthened.
    * Provision of physical needs. Missionaries depend on others for their fi nancial 
support, and at ti mes, that can be burdensome. Pray that God would supply their 
every need (Philippians 4:19).
    * A strong personal walk with God. Pray for daily faithfulness to spend ti me in 
God’s Word in the midst of ministry busyness. Ask God to protect and strengthen 
them spiritually and cause them to grow in their relati onships with Him.
    * Good physical health. In foreign lands, good health care can be hard to fi nd. 
Pray for physical strength on a daily basis and long-term good health.
    * Strong relati onships with co-workers. Sadly, personality confl icts and relati on-
ship struggles happen among missionaries as they seek to work together to bring 
people to Christ. Pray for unselfi shness, kindness, and humility in these coopera-
ti ve eff orts (Philippians 2:3-5).
    * Ability to speak accurately. Ask God to cause them to speak with clarity and 
precision as they declare God’s Word (Colossians 4:3-4).
    * Opportuniti es to relax. Servants of God are just like anyone else--they need a 
break someti mes! Ask God to provide them with recreati on and rest.
    * Wisdom in all they do. Pray for the wisdom to make good decisions in their 
personal lives, as well as their ministry lives (James 1:5).

In short, the model prayer that the LORD Jesus taught the disciples in Matt hew 
6:9-13 is a good guideline for our prayers for missionaries. However, the key is not 
so much what we pray but that we pray and how we pray. In other words, prayers 
for missionaries should be a part of our personal worship ti me. Our prayers 
should be fervent, and come from a righteous heart that is in full relati onship
with God (James 5:16).

Eff ectual prayer is prayer in an atti  tude of fellowship and agreement with 
God’s will. When we pray “Thy will be done” in specifi c areas of need, God not 
only changes us but He uses our prayers for it is the power behind His armor 
(Ephesians 6:18). 
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